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UA Ranch Horse Team wins ASHA DII National Championship
The UA Ranch Horse Team brought
home the ASHA DII National Championship from Sweetwater, Texas on April 22 after two days of tense competition.
The team posted a strong victory against
schools from Texas, Wyoming and Tennessee and led the second place team with 230
points to their 202 points. In addition, the
team obtained eight individual Top 10 class
ﬁnishes and two individual Top 10 high point
ﬁnishes. Individual awards included Division
I and Division II competitors.
This was the ultimate goal for the team for
the 2016-17 season, and they achieved it.
For a young team only in its third semester
as a student organization, this is an incredible
achievement.
The team also competed and placed in
several competitions around the country throughout the season, including the
American Stock Horse Association Region
3 Championship and Reserve National
Championship, as well as hosting a clinic and
ASHA competition at the Pauline Whitaker

Animal Science Center. The dedicated students worked hard to achieve their goal so

quickly. We can’t wait to see what they will
accomplish in the years to come! }

Pictured left to right: Coach Daniel Potter, Kaley Collins, Carson Freeman, Ashton Williams, Lensey
Watson, and Whitley Vann with their winnings from the championship.

Thoroughbred Industry Class Visits Oaklawn Departmental Highlights
On March 11 and 12th, students in Animal Science’s Thoroughbred Industry course
(ANSC 4173) visited the Oaklawn Park Race
Track in Hot Springs, home to the Arkansas
Derby and the Racing Festival of the South,
to learn about thoroughbred horse racing
from industry professionals.
While at Oaklawn, the students had the
opportunity to observe many activities at the
track. Starting the day’s activities, the students
ate breakfast in the track kitchen and toured
the backside of the track.
They then visited with race horse trainers
and jockeys, watched morning workouts,
spent time speaking with and learning from
the State Veterinarian, visited with assistant
starters, and learned how the starting gates
work.
The students were the guest of Oaklawn
and watched races in the afternoon. One
race was named the “U of A Thoroughbred
Industry Class” in honor of the course’s biannual visit, and students were invited to
come into the winner’s circle with the win-

ning horse, Bluegrass Gem and jockey Jon
Court.
Students also had the opportunity visit
Lake Hamilton Equine, an equine veterinary center in Royal, Arkansas. While there,
the students witnessed mares receiving ultrasounds, foals being treated, horses being
prepared for breeding, and even had the opportunity to see the birth of a foal.
ANSC 4173 is broken into two broad
units: racing and breeding/sales. In preparation for the trip to Oaklawn Park, the students studied the thoroughbred racing industry. The Oaklawn visit gave the students the
opportunity to experience many aspects of
the industry ﬁrsthand, as well as see the many
internship and career opportunities associated with thoroughbred racing.
Dr. Kathleen Jogan, the course instructor, hopes to broaden the horizons of her
students by showing them opportunities
available to them in all facets of the equine
industry, including the multi-billion dollar
thoroughbred industry. }

ANSC 4173 students pose in the Winner’s Circle with Jockey John Court and Trainer Paul Holthus. The
winning horse, Bluegrass Gem, is owned by Blue Checker Thoroughbreds LLC.

Shane Gadberry

Dr. Shane Gadberry was
promoted from Associate
Professor to Professor.
Gadberry has authored
39 peer-reviewed scientiﬁc
publications and over 100
articles since he began his
career with U of A Animal
Science in 2004.

Mark Russell

Dr. Mark Russell was
promoted from Assistant
to Associate Professor.
Since he began in 2010,
Russell has provided key
insight and expertise for
the equine program, which
has resulted in its marked
growth.

Will Pohlman

William Pohlman was
selected among the top
twenty-two
graduating
seniors at the U of A for
2017. Each member was
chosen based on academic
excellence, leadership, and
campus and community
involvement.

Mersady Redding

Mersady Redding, Amy
Frank, and Darynne
Dahlem of Animal Science have been selected
to serve on the Bumpers
Honors Student Board for
2017-18. The board provides a student voice for
the Honors program. }

